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The wheels of this clever and controversial comedy are set in motion when 
Bassanio, a poor nobleman in Venice, needs money to woo the beautiful heiress 
Portia. He asks his friend Antonio for a loan, but Antonio has invested his funds 
in ships overseas. The moneylender, Shylock, offers the cash on the condition 
that he will take a pound of Antonio’s flesh if the loan is not repaid within three 
months. Antonio goes bankrupt and Portia steps in, disguised as a young male 
lawyer, to save the day.
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Valentine and Proteus, two firm friends from Verona, find their relationship put 
to the test when they both fall in love with the same woman. When Proteus’s 
father sends him away from Verona and the woman he loves, he finds himself 
falling for Valentine’s beloved, Silvia. Both men forget their friendship and 
wrangle for her affection, but, after a series of mishaps and mistaken identities, 
the two couples are reunited and reconciled in marriage.
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Thanks to Bayleys Real Estate for helping us share our love of 
Shakespeare by supporting free tickets for children.

Content Warning:
This year our plays contain themes of anti-semitism and sexual assault which may trigger trauma for some people. We have 
been mindful of this in our efforts to adapt past beliefs and social norms represented in the script for modern audiences.


