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PP A LOVE NOTE TO OUR ANCESTORS. S L
g AN HONEST WORD TO OUR COMMUNITY. [T
A PROMISE TO OUR FUTURE PEOPLE. «xiiiQuri
| TE KOREKORE. TE WHAIAO. TE AO MARAMA. [EEEEESS
. : PAST. PRESENT. FUTURE. guuummmmrnd SRR

e

THERE ARE NO NEATLY BOUND BEGINNINGS, MIDDLES, AND |
B ENDS TO OUR STORIES. THEY ARE WOVEN IN COMPLEXITIES §
3 WHICH ARE IN NEVER-ENDING JAGGED, IMPERFECT CIRCLES. |

J .CO.NZ WAS BORN OUT OF AN URGE TO CONNECT WITH @&
) CULTURE, ANCESTORS, AND COMMUNITY. IT WAS FUELLED BY

| THE RAGE FELT FROM THE ONLINE WORLD, WHERE PEOPLE HAVE
. NO BARRIERS TO SAY WHAT THEY WANT. gummwme o8
I IMMERSE YOURSELF, INDULGE, AND ALLOW YOURSELF TO BE

#8&. SWEPT UP BY THIS SLICE OF THEATRE WE HAVE CREATED g
fl THROUGH MARK'S EXQUISTITE STORYTELLING AND MEG'S §
. , pumn ABSURDIST VISION.  gamsermwes i ,' '

; ':'f THIS SHOW |s FOR AOTEAROA AND ALL ITSPELE

(T AROHANUI UK *r ,
iR S * % MARK&MEG o i o) G
. 'CHOCOLATE & CARNAGE THEATRE SRR "

BERNEN N AU MAU, HAERE MAI - EVERYONE IS WELCOME | 2_
i MANAWATIA A MATARIKI. .-f-'.‘ “
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g ) ; Mark (he/they, Ngati Towharetoa) is a
e multidisciplinary artist who has had countless
g award nominations for Shakespearean
_ . _ i performances such as Macbeth, Oberon, Laertes,
Lyt 1) and Friar Lawrence. He has performed in
: 7 ' professional productions: Alice in Wonderland

; ‘ .. fl  (2020), Lovepuke (2019), and The lliad (2018).

S His love of storytelling through numerous art
g forms such as theatre, LARP, D&D and so on, has
§l led him to writing his first ever play .co.nz. He is {8

SRS s inspired by his culture, and is excited for Matariki &
ey T finally being recognised as a public holiday in

SRS D B Aotearoa. He is also deeply aware of the divided
i, Sl opinions not only about Matariki, but about his

Cow A culture.

T
- = - . -

Mark hopes that this new play will educate,
inspire and entertain a diverse audience.
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Meg (she/her) is an award-winning theatre actor
and director who has had the privilege to direct
vibrant pieces of theatre.

M (Ugly Shakespeare Company National Tour 2019), 1;-
@8l The Vagina Monologues (2020), and of course the &
et premiere of .co.nz in 2022, '

She has a keen interest in absurdist theatre, and
is passionate about tackling subjects like
femininity, culture, the human condition and the
human body.

She endeavours to create theatre that feels
Samslee authentic, meaningful, thought-provoking, a bit
SIS weird, but most of all - entertaining. The audience
is at the forefront of her mind throughout the
entire directing process.

She hopes you enjoy being captivated by the
enchanting story of .co.nz written by her
incredibly talented partner, Mark!
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Aria (Ngati Tanagta, Ngati Raukawa, Te
Arawa) is an award-winning actress,
production, and costume designer.

Her favourite roles have been Ophelia in
‘Hamlet’, Abigail in ‘The Crucible’ and Alice in
‘Alice?’ - a short film that won her ‘best
actress’ at the Sweden Film Festival and the
Atlanta Comedy Festival.

She is thrilled to be returning to perform .co.nz
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Jordan (Ngati Whatua Oradakei) has been acting
since the age of ten - for over twenty years. In
that time, he has performed in Shakespeare,

Pantomime, Musical Theatre, Contemporary :

Theatre, and Traditional Theatre. He has received §

multiple award nominations for Shakespeare |
performances, and has won several national and

Minternational gold medals in singing competitions. }

8 Jordan also had the pleasure of playing 'Ma' in |

.co.nz last year for its inaugural Matariki
performance.

He has spent several years as a Tikanga Maori
is a Chaplain both in his daily role and in his

spare time in which you will often find him at the |
beach blessing Pounamu and Taonga.

Whatua Orékei, and lives his daily life connected
to tikanga Maori principles.
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© AWATEA TIMOTHY

Lo MANA / MUSICIAN /VARIOUIS CHA.RACTERS : Ny
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Originally from Ashburton, Awatea (Kai Tahu)
move to Tamaki Makaurau to study a Bachelor of
Performing & Screen Arts, Screen and Stage at
Unitec.

His incredible talents as an actor and musician
# have seen him perform in the hugely popular Tim
iBray Theatre Company shows - you may have seen|
' him perform at The PumpHouse in The Whale
Rider, The Santa Claus Show, and The Lighthouse

eeper’s Lunch. You may also recognise him in the |
current Speights ad on TV! '

Awatea is stoked to be performing in his first
show with Chocolate & Carnage.
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LAUREN w".soN

VT PRODUCTION COORDINATOR
. MANAAKITANGA' COORDINATOR
D L STAGE MANAGER il
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KO OMAHA TE AWA
| NO TAMAKY MAKAURAU-AHA(J
+ KO'WILSON TOKU WHANAU
; KO LAUREN ‘ra U

Lauren (they/she) is an award-winning creative |
o] artist based in Tamaki Makaurau. After studying 3|
BN years of theatre (on stage and off) in Wellington, ¢
they moved to the USA to work at Disney in their §
Entertainment department for a year. :

They moved back to Tamaki Makaurau and have

been working since 2015 across various stages

and performances.

In 2019 they moved to London and for 2 years and|

@ studied various courses with the National Theatre,}

} Royal Shakespeare Company, and Siberian Lights.§

They made their way home in 2021 and have §
continued their career in creative arts.

s Lauren has performed in Lovepuke, Twelfth Night,
8 Women of Troy, the award-winning Dracula and
many more. They are an award-nominated actor, §
8 director, producer, audio engineer, light & sound |

world. Their love for stage, story telling and
supporting productions is what drives them to be |
o part of fantastic productions such as .co.nz.
il They are excited to be working with Chocolate and]
% Carnage again and supporting the amazing story |
telling of Mark Wilson and the creatives.
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JULlA RUTHERFORD

""LIGHTING & SOUND ', - iy e
. DESIGNER/OPERATOR . . .° " ""uiiy /.
'u SETDESIGNER '~ .. /& = ©
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§ Julia has experience in most areas of theatre but
has a clear favourite in technical design. Julia
especially loves creating unconventional designs
in unconventional spaces and digging deep into
the meat of a good story.

She has been a keen theatre creator since high §
school; getting into theatre through school drama. |
This is what fueled her decision to move to

. Australia to complete her B.A in Design for ’
®MTheatre and Television at Charles Sturt University,
specialising in lighting and set design. After |
flgraduating she moved back to Auckland where she

\ further diversified into sound design and :

management.

] She currently splits her time between freelancing |

¢ and her day job as Rental Manager at Kenderdine |

@Electrical. She has worked with such companies as §
Crossfade Productions, Act One Productions, The

AWhoa Studios, Foolish Wit and of course Chocolate]
and Carnage.
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INTIMAGY ADVISOR SO IR T 1: o
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Matthew is an actor, director, photographer
and intimacy coach. His most recent
productions include Educating Rita, An
Unseasonable Fall of Shnow, NSFW, and The
Thrill of Love.

He has had an absolute blast working with

Chocolate & Carnage Theatre, and taking

pictures of this fabulous cast and crew in
.co.nz.

Matthew is directing The Welkin at The
PumpHouse Theatre in October, keep an eye on
the PumpHouse website for details.
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