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LEMONS BY SAM

STEINER

CHOCOLATE & CARNAGE THEATRE PRESENTS

A LOVE STORY THAT WILL LEAVE YOU SPEECHLESS



D I R E C T O R ’ S  N O T E
What  can you say  in  140  words?  Somet imes  i t  doesn ' t

matter  how many words  are  sa id ,  somet imes  i t ’ s  more
important  what  you  are  t ry ing  to  say  or  what  has  been

le f t  unsa id .  I  thought  about  t ry ing  to  d i rect  th is  p lay
us ing  on ly  140  words  per  rehearsa l  but  as  much as  the
actors  would  have apprec iated that  at  t imes ,  I  dec ided

to  set t le  on  wr i t ing  th is  d i rector ’ s  note  in  140  words
instead .  Lemons  i s  an  in terest ing  tex t  to  exp lore  and
the  actors  and I  have  had many long and engaging
discuss ions  throughout  the  last  couple  o f  months ,

some of  them were  even about  the  p lay .  I t ' s  not  jus t  a
p lay  about  words  i t ’ s  a  p lay  about  t ime ,  t ime and how

we use  i t .  I t ’ s  a  p lay  about  the  power  o f  your  words
and those  wi th  the  power  to  take  them away .
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- R o r y  J a n s s e n ,  D i r e c t o r



@chocolatecarnage @chocolatecarnage

K A I H Ā P A I  O  M U R I  
BACKSTAGE CREW

J U L I A  R U T H E R F O R D
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R O R Y  J A N S S E N
DIRECTOR L IGHT ING DES IGN

Both  on  and of f  s tage ,  Rory  has
been invo lved in  var ious  shows

across  Tāmaki  Makaurau .  He  has
set-up and run  drama groups  for

people  w i th  d isabi l i t ies  and
part ic ipated in  fest iva ls  such as

InterACT ,  Go ing West  and Auck land
Fr inge .  As  a  d i rector ,  he  a lways

looks  forward  to  creat ing  genuine
and compel l ing  p ieces  o f  theat re
and work ing  wi th  actors  to  craf t

mov ing and t ruthfu l  per formances .
He  recent ly  co-d i rected an  or ig ina l
work  by  fe l low wr i ter/d i rector  Fa i th
Ward as  par t  o f  the  Auck land Pr ide

Fest iva l  (2024) .  H is  own or ig ina l
wr i t ten  and d i rector ia l  work

inc ludes  Swal low the  F ly  (2022)  as
part  o f  the  Auck land F r inge Fest iva l ,

as  we l l  as  On ly  Insecure  Puss ies
Wr i te  Sh i t  on  To i le t  Wal ls  (Coal

Bunker  S tud io ,  20 19) .

Ju l ia  has  exper ience in  most  areas
of  theat re  but  has  a  c lear  favour i te
in  techn ica l  des ign .  Ju l ia  espec ia l ly

loves  creat ing  unconvent ional
des igns  in  unconvent ional  spaces
and d igg ing deep in to  the  meat  o f

a  good s tory .  

She  has  been a  keen theatre
creator  s ince  h igh  school ;  th is  i s

what  fue led  her  dec is ion  to  move to
Aust ra l ia  to  complete  her  B .A  in

Des ign  for  Theatre  and Te lev is ion  at
Char les  S tur t  Un ivers i ty .

She  cur rent ly  sp l i t s  her  t ime
between f ree lanc ing and her  day
job at  Kenderd ine  E lect r ica l .  She

has  worked wi th  such companies  as
Cross fade Product ions ,  Act  One

Product ions ,  The  C lass ic  Theatre
Company ,  The  Pumphouse Theatre ,

Whoa Stud ios ,  Foo l i sh  Wi t  and of
course  Chocolate  &  Carnage .



@chocolatecarnage @chocolatecarnage

K I R I W H A K A A R I
ACTORS

M A T T H E W  D I E S C HJ O C E L Y N  C H R I S T I A N
BERNADETTE OL IVER

Joce lyn  has  appeared in  drama
and comedy ro les  on  New Zealand

and in ternat ional  screens  s ince
2002 .  Recent  cred i ts  inc lude the
f i lms  Avatar  the  Way of  Water ,  In

Dark  P laces ,  On ly  C loud Knows ,  and
te lev is ion  drama cred i ts  inc lude ,

Shor t land St reet ,  Murder  i s  Forever ,
and Wi lde  R ide  as  we l l  as  vo ic ing
characters  in  Barefoot  Bandi ts  2

and Quimbo’s  Quest .

Her  s tage cred i ts  inc lude Rush ing
Woman,  a  new so lo  show,  Anne
E l l io t  in  an  adaptat ion  o f  Jane

Aust in ' s  Persuas ion  and Caro l ine
B ing ley  in  P r ide  and Pre jud ice .  

Joce lyn  i s  a lso  a  screenwr i ter  and
Voice-over  ar t i s t .  She  l i ves  w i th  her

composer  husband and three
ch i ldren .

Matthew has  been act ing  on  s tage
and screen in  Auck land s ince  2012
when he  p layed Mr  MacIntosh/Pug

in  Pen insu la .  He  a lso  works  as  a
d i rector ,  an  in t imacy coord inator

and photographer .

H is  most  recent  pro jects  inc lude
di rect ing  the  New Zealand

premieres  o f  NSFW and The  Welk in ,
p lay ing  F rank  in  Educat ing  R i ta ,

Ar thur  in  An  Unseasonable  Fa l l  o f
Snow and appear ing  in  the  mul t i-

award winn ing shor t  f i lm Means  To
An End .
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K A I W H A K A P U T A
PRODUCERS

M E G  A N D R E W SM A R K  W I L S O N
PRODUCER CO-PRODUCER &  MARKETER

Mark  (Ngāt i  Tūwharetoa)  i s  a
mul t id isc ip l inary  ar t i s t :  a

p laywr ight ,  an  actor  and co-owner
of  Chocolate  &  Carnage Theatre .

 They  have decades  o f  exper ience
on s tage in  many var ied  and

exc i t ing  ro les .

The i r  love  o f  s toryte l l ing  expands
into  numerous  ar t  fo rms such as

theatre ,  D&D ,  and improv .  Th is  has
recent ly  led  them to  wr i t ing  the i r
f i r s t  ever  p lay  ‘ .co .nz ’  wh ich  had

two incred ib ly  successfu l  seasons
dur ing  Matar ik i  2022  and 

Matar ik i  2023 .

Mark  has  en joyed br ing ing
Chocolate  &  Carnage Theatre  to  l i fe

over  the  past  3  years ,  and is
exc i ted  about  the  company ’s

kaupapa and what  they  can br ing
to  the  theat re  scene .

Meg is  an  award-winn ing actor ,
d i rector ,  and theatre  marketer  who

has  en joyed a  scrumpt ious  theat re-
f i l led  l i fe .  Meg t ra ined at  two drama

schools  and has  per formed wi th
T im Bray  Theatre  Company ,  toured

Aotearoa wi th  The  Ug ly
Shakespeare  Company as  the i r  f i r s t
female  actor ,  and has  appeared on

TV in  Shor t land St reet  and 
My L i fe  i s  Murder .

She  has  d i rected v ibrant  p ieces :
Lovepuke ,  The  Vagina Monologues ,
an  a l l- female  Taming of  the  Shrew
and more  recent ly  she  d i rected the

premiere  o f  .co .nz  for  Matar ik i .

Meg is  an  advocate  for  empower ing
Māor i ,  Queer ,  and Wāhine  led

stor ies  -  s tor ies  that  she  and her
par tner  br ing  to  the  s tage through

the i r  company ,  Chocolate  &
Carnage Theatre .
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http://co.nz/


H E  M I H I  N U I  K I  A  K O E !
THE PUMPHOUSE THEATRE

NICK VINCE
LUKE GOLDS

PAULA WILSON
PRU ANDREWS

RICHARD KITCHEN
MIKE NEWPORT
DUNCAN ROSS
CHRISTINE BALL

ERIC STRACK
ROSHEEN LESLIE

GRAMMA AND PAPA RAWSON
JORDAN SMITH HENARE

GABY REID
JAZ, RYAN, SAACHI & ARDEN

O’KANE
DAVE ANDREWS

TASH LAY
FIONA DIESCH

GEORGIE OULTON
ANDY KNIGHT

SARAH ROBINSON
TANYA WHEELER

AND ALL OUR WONDERFUL
ANONYMOUS DONORS

RURU
LOCHIE & GRACE

SOYOKAZE PRODUCTIONS
JAMES BELL

LIAM AND DAN PRESLING
BEVAN READ

LAUREN WILSON
EMMA DUFFY

BEN & ANNEKE S
NEAL CAFFERY

NEVILLE AND MARGARET
CHRISTIAN

STEPHEN HOOD
BRESHE ANDREWS

NATASHA LILLIE ANDREWS
BRIAN GILL

BRIAR COLLARD
AMBA BARKER
EMMA BISHOP

MIKE DALEY
NICK K

JESS BENNETT
LISA BRICKELL

LAURA LOVEGROVE
DAISY MCMAHON

A B IG  ZESTY  THANK YOU TO OUR FR IENDS AT  FOOL ISH  WIT  WHO
HAVE  PLAYED A  B IG  PART  IN  GETT ING LEMONS TO THE  STAGE!

SUPPORT  THEM BY  BOOKING T ĪK IT I  TO THE IR  BOLD ,  SURPR IS ING ,
BOISTEROUS ,  AND T IMELY  VERS ION OF  PR IDE  &  PREJUDICE .

 M E  M A H I  T A H I  T Ā T O U .  M Ō  T E  O R A N G A  O  T E  K A T O A .  
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